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FANS SPEAK OUT 
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Jerry Lawler 


Dear Sir: 

| am a fan of the Von Erichs. 
Can you please give me their ad- 
dress so that | can write to them? 
Thank you very much, 
R. Anne Snyder 
P.S. Love your magazine. It's the 
best that | have ever read. Thank 

you again. 


Editor's note: You can reach the 
Von Erichs c/o Dallas Sporato- 
rium, 1000 South Industrial, Dal- 
las, Texas 75207. 


Dear Editor: 

Rick "The Dragon" Steam- 
boat and Paul Orndorff are the 
best. l'mtheir biggest fan. | would 
like to know how to write to them 
and how to get a giant poster of 
them. 

Thank you, 
Joyce Schroder 
Jamestown, N.Y. 


Editor's note: You can write to ei- 
ther in care of Titan Sports, 
Greenwich, Ct. 


Dear Sir: 

| think you should have a story 
on Jerry "The King" Lawler along 
with a poster. When he went up 
against Ric Flair he had him beat. 
The only reason Ric won was by a 
D.Q. 


It was 28:45 when Ric Flair 
came charging at the King. Jerry 
ducked and Ric went over him 
andthe top rope so Jerry was dis- 
qualified. 

Any man who can go 28:45 into 
a match with the champion must 
be good. Anyway, Ric Flair was 
tiring out and if the match went 
only a few minutes longer we 


would have had a new champion. 


Jerry Lawler is probably the 
nicest man that ever lived. He 
does not smoke, drink, or chew 
tobacco. He is one ofthe few that 
tries to set agood example. 

Thank you, 

Mark Ayirs 
PS. Please try to have more of 
the Mid Southern wrestling. 


Editor's note: In this issue, we 
have a feature on Jerry Lawler and 
Bill Dundee. 


Dear Sir: 

| would like to see more of Mag- 
num T.A. Terry Allen. He's a great 
wrestler. No one can top T.A. and 
| think he's the cutest wrestler in 
the world. Please put more in 
about Magnum. He's great and 

he deserves the write-up. 
Number one fan in Ohio 
"Pink" 


Editor's note: There are many 
people who feel the same way 
you do. 


Dear Editor: 

In your magazine you always 
tell the bad things about 
“Rowdy” Roddy Piper not the 
good things. | want to hear good 
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things about him like how old he 
is and when's his birthday. 

Sincerely, 

Charlotte Rucks 


Editor's note: We try to report on 
all aspects of Piper's career. By 
the way, Piper's birthday is April 
17. He's in his early thirties. 
Check out a copy of our WRES- 
TLING SCENE POSTER MAGA- 
ZINE for a huge poster of the 
Rowdy one. 


Dear WRESTLING SCENE: 

| think Vince McMahon is 
great! He's real smart and knows 
what he's doing by moving into 
new territories. He deserves 
credit. Anyone who thinks he's 
not a good promoter-owner 
knows where they can go. I think 
in about five or six years from 
now, there will be only one wres- 
tling federation and that's the 
WWF. Pretty soon the WWF will 
have all the top stars from the 
NWA and AWA. Already the AWA 
and NWA have joined forces and 
formed Pro Wrestling USA and 
they still can't keep up with the 
WWF. The WWF is where it's at. 
Way to go Vince! I’m on your side. 
Keep itup and don't listen to peo- 
ple who tell you you don't know 


what you're doing. 
Yours truly in sports, 
Rick Baker 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


Editor's note: Not everyone 
agrees with your opinion of Vince 
McMahon and the WWF but Mc- 
Mahon has certainly made more 
people aware of the wrestling pro- 
fession. 


Dear WRESTLING SCENE: 

| always try to buy WRES- 
TLING SCENE but sometimes 
I’m not able to because | don't 
know when it's out. When do you 
come out? You have the best 
book | have ever seen. 

Can you put a color picture of 
Buddy Landell in your next is- 
sue? 

Thank you, 
Nina Alvarado 


Editor's note: Thank you for your 
wonderful comment. WRES- 
TLING SCENE is issued 9 times a 
year. If you are having a problem 
finding it on your newsstand, you 
could always take out a subscrip- 
tion to ensure that you don't miss 
an issue. 


AAA EE Та 
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The Sheepherders (Luke 
Williams and Butch Miller) 


are creating mayhem in the 
Mid South. 


elcome to another 
edition of WRES- 
TLING SCENE. 
Since our last issue, 
the AWA Heavyweight title has 
changed hands. On Dec. 30, 
1985 in the New Jersey Meadow- 
lands Arena, Stan Hansen de- 
feated the popular Ric Martel to 
win the coveted AWA Heavy- 
weight title. The “Bad Man from 
Borger, Texas" won several titles 
in the past but this is his first ma- 
jor championship. The Cham- 
pion promised to take his title on 
the road and defend it against 
every worthy contender... 
NWA Champion Ric Flair is 
still having his problems with 


Stan Hansen has captured 
the prized AWA Heavy- 
weight title. 


Curt Hennig and Scott Hall 
are the new AWA tag team 
title holders. 


12 WRESTLING SCENE 


Dusty Rhodes. The “Dream” 
now has Tully Blanchard’s 
Baby Doll in his corner. Dusty 
feels that with this new added ad- 
vantage he will finally be able to 
win Flair's title... 

The mighty Hulk Hogan has 
also been getting his lumps of 
late. “Macho Man” Randy Sav- 
age gave the Hulk a good beating 
in their last encounter and many 
people now feel that the Macho 
Man has the Hulk's number... 

The harder Bruno Sammar- 
tino tries to get even with Roddy 
Piper, the sorrier he looks. Bruno 
has yetto make Piper look bad. In 
their most recent battle, Bruno 
and Paul “Mr. Wonderful” Orn- 
dorff were knocked out of the 
ring in their battle against Piper 
and “Ace” Orton. These two 
teams will now go at it again in 


George “The Animal” 
Steele is in love with Macho 
Man's Elizabeth. 


hopes of settling their differ- 
ences, but it's obvious that the 
Piper team has the decided ad- 
vantage... 

Popular Terry Taylor has re- 
turned to the Mid South area and 
his fans couldn't be happier... 

Rick Rude, with his controver- 

sial manager, Percival Pringle 
has angered everyone in the 
World Class area. Pringle's 
former protege, the Missing 
Link left the Pringle dynasty and 
has taken up with Sunshine. Af- 
ter Sunshine's disastrous experi- 
ence with the Great Kabuki, one 
has to wonder why the blonde 
has decided to latch on to the 
green-faced monster... 

The British Bulldogs, Davey 
Boy Smith and the Dynamite 
Kid are hot on the Dream Team's 
trail. Greg Valentine and Brutus 
Beefcake better be careful or 
else they'll lose their WWF tag 
team title...George “The Ani- 
mal” Steele has fallen head over 
heels for “Macho Man's” Eliza- 
beth... 

The Road Warriors are chas- 
ing both the NWA and the AWA 
tag team champions. In the 
meantime, the Warriors have 
been without a title for the longest 
time in their career. Can it be that 
the once awesome Road War- 
riors are on their way down? It 
sounds impossible but it could be 
true!... 

Another man who has been 
feeling the heat of late is Ser- 
geant Slaughter. In fact, during 
the “Night of Champions II,” in 
the New Jersey Meadowlands 
arena, the once invincible 
Slaughter got a good pounding 
over by Boris Zuchoff and Chris 
Markoff. The Sarge better get 
his act together fast before it's too 
late... 

The Hillbilly clan just keeps on 
growing and growing. In addition 
to Hillbilly Jim, Uncle Elmer 
and cousin Junior, Cousin Luke 
has recently joined the clan. Who 
can we expect next? How about 


David Sammartino is com- 
peting in the AWA. 


Granny? 

"Macho Man" Randy Sav- 
age's flying elbow smash from 
the top rope is definitely one of 
the most sensational moves in 
the sport... 

Gino Hernandez and Chris 
Adams have split! The one time 
"Dynamic Duo" are now at each 
other's throats... 

Kevin Sullivan and his unholy 
entourage continue to wreak 
havoc throughout Florida. Sul- 
livan's Maha Singh and the Pur- 
ple Haze are three of the most 
insane men in the sport... 

Keep your eye on Lex Luger. 
The man looks GOOD and is an 
exceptional athlete.Jumpin'Joe 
Savoldi is wrestling in Florida... 

Hollywood John Tatum's 
girl, Missy Hyatt and Sunshine 
have been going at it hot and 
heavy in the World Class area. 
Sunshine resents Ms. Hyatt's 
constant interference... 

Ted DiBiase and Dr. Death 
have re-united in the Mid South 
area. DiBiase and Dr. Death are 
feuding with Dick Murdoch and 
the Masked Superstar... 

The Wild Sheepherders have 
just entered the Mid South. 
These two crazy Kiwis should 
cause quite a bit of commotion in 
the coming months... 

Tully Blanchard has a new 
manager. The Superbrat has dis- 
posed of Baby Doll in favor of J.J. 
Dillon... 

Sam Houston is the new Mid 
Atlantic Heavyweight champion. 
The youngster won the title from 
Khrusher Khruschev with out- 
side assistance from the Road 
Warriors... 

By the way, the Warriors now 
have Nikita Koloff's trusty chain 
in their possession. The Rus- 
sians have tried everything in 
their power to get it back. All at- 
tempts at regaining the chain 
have proven futile... 

The Junkyard Dog and “Ter- 
rible" Terry Funk are still at 
odds in the WWF...Krusher 
Khruschev cracked his knee dur- 


Kevin Sullivan and his 
Fallen Angel are terrorizing 
the Sunshine State. 


Barry Windham is happy to 
be back in Florida. 


ing his Mid Atlantic Champion- 
ship match against Sam Hous- 
ton. Khruschev is expected to be 
out for 6 to 8 months. In his ab- 
sence Germany’s Baron Von 
Raschke will team with Ivan and 
Nikita Koloff... 

TheKillerBees, Jim Brunzell 
and B. Brian Blair have been 
very successful since joining 
forces in the WWF but they lack 
the killer instinct necessary to 
topple Valentine and Beefcake... 

The Fabulous Freebirds have 
returned to the World Class area 
and are once again feuding with 
the Von Erich's... 

New World Pictures has just re- 
leased Grunt: The Wrestling 
Movie. This is the first wrestling 
movie to hit the silver screen and 
it is full of action and excitement. 
The story centers around the ca- 
reer of Mad Dog Joe De Curso. In 
the opening sequence, Mad Dog 
battles Skull Crusher Johnson 


Sgt. Slaughter and Boris 
Zuchoff are in the middle of 
a raging feud. 


Konga The Barbarian 
heaves up Sam Houston. 


and from this blood-tingling 
action-packed sequence, the 
story evolves. The film contains 
several sensational bouts involv- 
ing such stars as: Dick Murdoch 
and Dick Beyer (The Grunt 
Brothers), Е! Toro (Mondo Guer- 
rero), Woody Farmer, the Great 
Goliath and Don Spivey. The 
film ends with a Battle Royal in 
Los Angeles’ world-famous 
Olympic Auditorium. Every wres- 
tling fan will find this movie both 
exciting and enjoyable. 

In closing we would like every- 
one to be on the lookout for the 
premiere issue of our new sister 
publication, SUPERSTAR 
WRESTLER. It will be packed 
with color photos and info on all of 
your favorite stars. We are sure 
that it willbe a welcome addition 
to your wrestling library. 

That's all for now. Look for us 
again next month on your favorite 
newsstand. 


J.J. Dillon keeps up on 
all the action with our 
sister magazine. 
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. Magnum T.A. 235 Ibs. Norfolk, Va. 

. Ricky Steamboat 235 16$. Honolulu, Ha. 
. Dusty Rhodes 303 Ibs. Austin, Texas 

. Kerry Von Erich, 260 155. Denton, Texas 
. Paul Orndorff, 250 16$. Brandon, FI. 

. Kevin Von Erich, 235 Ibs. Denton, Texas 
. Sgt. Slaughter, 265 155. Paris Isl, S.C. 


. Junkyard Dog, 250 16$, Charlotte, М.С. 
. Scott Hall, 260 Ibs. Tampa, Fl. 


осмоза х 


COMBINED ‘Rock-n-Roll Exp 
WEIGHT | 


ORRICIAE 
RATINGS 


Magnum Т.А. 


MOST POPULAR 


Hillbilly Jim, 302 lbs. Mud Lick, Ky. 
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TAG 
TEAM 


. Rock & Roll Express (Morton and 


Gibson) 560 Ibs. 
. The Road Warriors (Hawk and 

Animal) 525 Ibs. 
. Ivan & Nikita Koloff 580 Ibs. 
. Greg Valentine and Brutus 

Beefcake 485 105. 
. Curt Hennig and Scott Hall 525 lbs. 
. The British Bulldogs 475 lbs. 
. Fabulous Freebirds 480 Ibs. 
. Midnight Express (Eaton and 

Condrey) 525 Ibs. 

The Sheepherders 480 Ibs. 

Killer Bees (Brunzell and Blair) 455 Ibs. 
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. Roddy Piper, 230 165. Glascow, Scotland 

. Kevin Sullivan, 230 lbs. Boston, Mass. 

. Randy Savage, 240 Ibs. Sarasota, Fl. 

. Tully Blanchard, 235 Ibs. San Antonio, Texas 
. John Studd, 365 Ibs. Los Angeles, Ca. 

. King Kong Bundy, 450 Ibs. Atlantic City, N.J. 
. Jimmy Garvin, 235 16$. Tampa, FI. 

. Nikita Koloff, 265 lbs. Moscow, Russia 

. Terry Funk, 240 Ibs. Amarillo, Texas 

. Abdullah the Butcher, 395 Ibs. Sudan 


MOST HATED 


THE CHAMPIONS 
HULK HOGAN 
WWF CHAMPION 


RIC FLAIR 
NWA CHAMPION 


STAN HANSEN 
AWA CHAMPION 


CARLOS COLON 
UNIVERSAL CHAMPION 


. Randy Savage, 240 lbs. Sarasota, Fl. 

- Dusty Rhodes, 303 105. Austin, Texas 

. Rick Martel, 235 lbs. Quebec, Canada 

. Magnum T.A. (Terry Allen) 250 Ibs. Norfolk, Va. 

. Tully Blanchard, 235 Ibs. San Antonio, Texas 

. Kerry Von Erich, 235 Ibs. Denton, Texas 

. Roddy Piper, 235 Ibs. Glascow, Scotland 

. Ricky Steamboat, 235 Ibs. Denton, Texas 

- Sgt. Slaughter, 265 Ibs. Paris Isl, S.C. 

. Tito Santana, 235 lbs. Beverly Hills, Ca. 

. Magnificent Muraco, 265 Ibs. Hawaii 

. Terry Taylor, 225 Ibs. Vero Beach, Fl. 

. Nikita Koloff, 285 Ibs. Moscow, Russia 

. Lance Von Erich, 235 Ibs. Dallas, Texas 

. Lex Luger, 230 165. Daytona Beach, Fl. 

. Butch Reed, 265 Ibs. Kansas City, Mo. 

. Nick Bockwinkel, 235 Ibs. Beverly Hills, Ca. 

. Chris Adams, 235 Ibs. Stratford-on-Avon, England 

. Jesse Ventura, 240 16$. Los Angeles, Ca. : 
20. Dick Murdoch, 265 Ibs. Waxahachie, Texas 


~~ MAGNUM T.A.: m 
WRESTLER OF THE 


rom early December 
1985 and continuing 
well into January, we at 

Starlog Press were liter- 

ally swamped with mail outlining 
your likes and dislikes, favorite 
and not so favorite stars of 1985 
We received votes from every 
state as well as from Canada, 
Puerto Rico, Australia, Israel and 
even South Africa. The huge vol- 
ume of mail received was more 
than we had ever anticipated and 
we would like to thank everyone 
who took the time and effort to 
cast a vote for their favorites. We 
truly appreciate your overwhelm- 
ing response, for without you 
there would be no WRESTLING 
SCENE. Now onto the results of 
our SECOND ANNUAL READ- 
ER’S POLL. 
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"Magnum T.A." Terry Allen 
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E YEAR: 
There were several outstand- 
ing candidates in this category. 
The first person that immediately 
comes to mind is Hulk Hogan. 
Considering all of the hype and 
hoopla that surrounded the Hulk 
in 1985, everyone on our staff 
thought the Hulk would automati- 
cally win the 1985 "Wrestler of 
the Year" award. But boy, were 
we mistaken. Although the Hulk 
did receive a large number of 
votes, his final tally left him short 
of first place. Other top vote get- 
| ters included Ric Flair, Dusty 
| Rhodes, and Kerry Von Erich, but 
all three also fell short of the 
mark. Your choice for “1985 
{| Wrestler of the Year" was “Мад- 
num T.A." Terry Allen! 

Magnum definitely has quite a 
few fans all around the world. In 
1985, Magnum held the NWA 
World's Television Title as well as 
the U.S. Heavyweight Title and 
he never failed to give it 100% 
every time he stepped into the 
ring. Congratulations, Magnum, 
you deserve it! 
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The closest contest was for 
“Tag Team of the Year." The two 
topteams for 1985 were the Road 
Warriors and the Rock-n-Roll Ex- 
press. The British Bulldogs and 
the Koloffs also received honor- 
able mention, but their tallies 
were nowhere near those at- 
tained by the Warriors and the 
Rock-n-Roll Express. When the 
final votes were counted, the 
Rock-n-Roll Express, by the nar- 
rowest of margins, edged out the 
awesome Road Warriors to be- 
come the “1985 Tag Team of the 
Year." 


MOST POPULAR WRESTLER: 
There were more different 
votes cast т this category than in 
any of the others. A sizeable 
amount of votes were received for 
newcomer Lance Von Erich, 
Ricky Morton, Dusty Rhodes, 
Ricky Steamboat, Tito Santana 
and Kevin Von Erich. Last year's 
winner, Kerry Von Erich, had 
quite a few votes, but he didn't 
gàrnish quite as many votes as 
he did last year. The two finalists 
were once again Magnum T.A. 
and Hulk Hogan. In this category, 
however, the Hulkster upended 
- Magnum Т.А. to win the “Most 
Popular Wrestler” award. 
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Rock-n-Roll Express 


ЗА IR ЗЕ ХА Я 


MANAGER OF THE YEAR: 
This past year quite a few men 
vied for the top spot. “Тһе Mouth 
ofthe South" Jimmy Hart, Bobby 
Heenan, J.J. Dillon, Jim Cor- 
nette, Fred Bassie received quite 
a few votes. Even Sunshine and 
Elizabeth scored quite heavily 
with our readers. But, the two top 
vote getters were Precious Paul 
Ellering and Captain Lou Albano. 
The Captain, however, was voted 
for the second year in a row as 
"Manager of the Year." 


we: Жж СЕ ОЧ: Ж: Lx 


MATCH OF THE YEAR: 

There were many outstanding 
battles in 1985. “Wrestlmania,” 
4 Starcade '85," the Rock-n-Roll 
Express vs. The Koloffs, Dusty 
Rhodes vs. Ric Flair, Magnificent 
Muraco vs. Ricky Steamboat, 
Stan Hansen vs. Ric Martel, An- 
dre the Giant vs. Big John Studd, 
and Paul Orndorff vs. Roddy 
Piper to name a few. 

Once again, our choice for 
match of the year was different 
than the final result. We thought 
everyone would cast their vote for 
the battle between Hulk Hogan 
and Mr. T. vs. Roddy Piper and 
Paul Orndorff as the match of the 
year. But we were wrong again. 

The runner-up was “The Hair 
Match" between Chris Adams 
and Gino Hernandez and Kevin 
and Kerry Von Erich, and the “I 
Quit" match between Tully Blan- 
chard and Magnum T.A. was your 
choice for the “Match of the 
Year." 
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MOST HATED: 

Who could argue with votes for 
Kevin Sullivan, Abdullah The 
Butcher, Big John Studd, King 
Kong Bundy and Tully Blan- 
chard? But, the most hated man 
in the sport for the second year in 
a row remains Roddy Piper. 


MOST IMPROVED 
WRESTLER: 

“Iceman” Parsons, Buddy 
Landell, Hillbilly Jim, Barry “О” 
and Terry Taylor received quite a 
few votes in this category but the 
most improved wrestler of the 
year was Sam Houston. 


Sam Houston 


Roddy Piper 


In closing, we would like to 
thank everyone again for casting 
their vote in our Second Annual 
Reader's Poll. 

We would again like to remind 
all our readers that if you have 
any comments, ideas, story fea- 
tures or Ringside Reports, to 
please send them to: 

STARLOG PRESS 
Wrestling Magazines 
475 Park Ave. South 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

We look forward to hearing 
from you and we hope you con- 
tinue to follow the action through 
the pages of WRESTLING 
SCENE, RINGSIDE, WRES- 
TLING ALL STARS, HEROES 8 
VILLAINS and our newest publi- 
cation, SUPERSTAR WRES- 
TLER. 
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BILL DUNDEE: 


"You're Dead Meat, 
Lawler!” 


by PHYLISS PUCKETT 


19:9:9:0:8:8:8:0:9:8:0:8:08 | 


uperstar BillDundee and 

Jerry “The King” Lawler 

have indeed passed this 

way before. Some peo- 
ple are just not meant to be 
friends much less utilize the 
same air space within a given 
number of miles, and the past of 
Jerry Lawler and Bill Dundee is 
littered with testimony to this 
statement. 

Just а little over two years ago, 
these two men were successful 
tag team partners. Their joint 
ownership of the Southern Tag Ti- 
tles, however, indicated no more 
than that they were both worthy 
competitors and their styles com- 
patible. Outside the ring, things 
weren't going quite as well. 

Lawler contends that the prob- 
lem was Dundee's ego. “If you 
weren't talking about him and 
glorifying his talents, then he 
didn't want to talk at all. Traveling 
with him slowly began to eat on 
my nerves real bad." 

Dundee credits Jerry and his 
"incredible" ego and fantasy of 
being a king as the crux of their 
difference. “You're ridin’ down 
the road and Lawler starts to put 
some music on. You prepare to 
relax and unwind a little, and 
guess what? For the next 300 
miles, you listen to Jerry Lawler in 
stereo. When he wasn't playing 
tapes of himself he was spouting 
some equally disgusting reviews 
of his accomplishments. How 3 
long could anybody stand that?" р A A _ 

The partnership ended and the E 
battles began. Both men could 
not remain in the same territory 
without constantly being at one 
another's throats. The only an- 


"Superstar" ВИ! Dundee 2 
enters the ring wearing his Y 
championship belt. 


swer seemed to be a loser-leave- 
town match. 

It has been two years since 
Dundee lost that match and was 
forced to leave Memphis. But 
anyone who thought they were 
rid of Bill Dundee received arude 
awakening several months ago 
when he waltzed back into the 
area and went straight way in 
search of “all the gold in Mem- 
phis. | just decided that these 
people deserve a break and a 
REAL champion," Dundee said. 
"Lawler's been boring them long 
enough." 

Dundee's quest has been sup- 
ported by the wiley Texan, “Dirty” 
Dutch Mantell and his guru, 
Mega Mahareshee. Together, 
Dundee and Mantell have at- 
tained the Southern Tag Champi- 
onship from the Fabulous Ones, 
Steve Keirn and Stan Lane. 
While their tactics were definitely 
in question, their success is evi- 
dent by the belts they now flaunt. 

Phil Hickerson also felt the 
sting of their operation when Dirty 
Dutch stripped him of the Interna- 
tional Heavyweight Title. Not that 
Mantell doesn’t have the ability or 
ring savy to have done it on his 
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Dundee twists Lawler's 

arm during their 
championship 
brawl. 
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The King has Dundee 
trapped on the mat. 


Dundee attempts to pin the 
King. 


own, but their theory seems to 
be: why do it the hard way when 
it's easier and quicker with a little 
help from your friends? 

Dundee also gained for his 
personal collection the strap he 
had come back to get—that of 
Southern Heavyweight. With his 
cocky self-assurance, a short 
length of chain and the convic; 
tion of Mahareshee, Jerry Lawler 
became part of the growing list of 
those conquered. 

Then began again the second 
verse, same song for Lawler and 
Dundee. In every arena across 
seveal states and whenever Su- 
perstar turned around, he was 
face to face with Jerry. Their 
roads led once more to the inevi- 
table loser-leave-town match. 

Prior to the match and at some 
risk to his physical safety, com- 
mentator Lance Russell placed 
himself between the two men for 
an interview. 


LAWLER: Last time this hap- 
pened to me, we went at it 17 
times before finally ended, and if 
you'll recall, Dundee, it was you 
who left. 

DUNDEE: Yes, 17 times seems 


right. Nine out of those | won; five 
were stopped and you took home 
a big total of three. That puts me 
on top, Lawler. | did have to leave 
lasttime, but not again old buddy. 
This one's yours. 

LANCE: Why does it have to 
come to this again, Billy? 
DUNDEE: Because there's only 
one rung at the top and every- 
body wants to sit on it. You're as- 
sured a shot at the World's Title if 
you have the Southern belt. | 
want that shot but as long as | 
have this belt, he's gonna keep 
wantin' a shot at me and | don't 
want to wrestle him every week. 
So, this will be the end of it. 
LAWLER: You know, Dundee, 
some people try to excuse your 
behavior by saying you act as you 
do because you aren't very big 
physically. Well, Рт here to tell 
them it's not. There is no excuse 
for you except that you can't han- 
dle being number two. You want 
to be Jerry Lawler. 

DUNDEE: Now, why would | want 
to be you when I’m the Southern 
Heavyweight Champion. | know 
you don't want this match, 
Lawler, because you have no 
guarantees you'll win and you'd 
rather put up anything than leav- 
ing. 

LAWLER: Гт not afraid of this 
match or any match. Гуе run 
more people out of this town than 
Greyhound. Ask Savage or just 
think back to our last meeting 
with this stipulation. 

DUNDEE: Well, Mega predicts 
Dundee. It's written in the stars 
so that's that. I'm gonna win. 
You're gone, sport. That'll all 
there is to it. Back to my size. So 
the Lord only made me 577”, but, 
you see, he forgot to tell me, so | 
think I’m 6'8" and 300 pounds. 
LAWLER: You better pick up your 
feet'causethe stuff he's spouting 
don't wash off easy. 

DUNDEE: You can try and laugh 
it off if you want, Lawler, but it 
won't change what's written. It's 
true and l'Il admit that I’ve lost a 
lot to you in the past. | lost my hair 
and my wife's hair even and then | 
hadto leave town because of you. 
But not this time. This time it's 
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Dundee is about to clobber 
Lawler. 
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Lawler shows the referee 
the hammer that Dundee 
was using. 


written in the stars, and ГИ fight 7 

my little heart out to see it stays Dundee twists Lawler's 
up there. Mega said it. | believe it arm. 

and you'd do well to remember it. 


Those who witnessed the 
match tend to believe it was more 
a stacked deck than any mes- 
sage from the skies. Dundee re- 
sorted to hammers, powder and 
a little help from his friends (Man- 
tell), but the bottom line reads the 
same. Jerry Lawler no longer 
reigns in Memphis. 

That may very well be written 
in the stars, though, and a mes- 
sage Dundee would do well to re- 
member is Jerry Lawler will be 
back. 


X 
K 
K 
K 
K 
K 
4 
X m 
K 
K 
K 
X | 
X 
X 
x 
х 
X 
< 
X 
K 
K 
K 
X 
K 
K 
K 
K 
K 
K 
K 
K 
X 
K * 
х e 
X 
X 
X 


32 WRESTLING SCENE 


HILLBILLIES 
Out Of The Backwoods 


* Hillbilly Jim cheers on his 
clan. during a wild tag team 
brawl. t4 


y now everyone knows of 
the famed "rock ’n wres- 
tling connection" made 
famous by the World 
Wrestling Federation in an effort 
to get young rock music fans in- 
volved in wrestling and also to 
draw celebrities into the fold as 
well. Since this odd pairing 
worked out so well, the promoters 
went after the country music 
crowd by introducing the Hillbilly 
clan to the east coast in hopes of 
establishing a second music and 
wrestling connection. 
Instead of going after estab- 


And 


After The 
76 Belts! ss 


by MICHAEL BURKE 


illbilly Jim and Uncle 
Elmer are mobbed by their 


fans. 


lished stars with country roots 
they plucked Hillbilly Jim out of 
the stands at WWF cards and 
made him an instant celebrity by 
allowing him to be trained by the 
boss of the rock 'n wrestling con- 
nection, WWF Champion Hulk 
Hogan. Having Hogan teach any- 
one wrestling is interesting since 
he relies mainly on brawling tac- 
tics to win matches instead of 
purely scientific moves like other 
fan favorites. Nevertheless, Hill- 
billy Jim became an instant favor- 
ite and delighted crowds by man- 
handling opponents before 


finishing them off with his bear 
hug. 

After having his leg broken by 
Brutus Beefcake, it was Jim who 
screamed "uncle" as another 
Hillbilly appeared, aptly named 
Uncle Elmer. Looking like a griz- 
zly bear standing erect, Elmer 
lumbered into the WWF where he 
took up the duty of defending his 
family's honor by avenging Jim's 
injury. Elmer won his matches 
easily by relying on his bulk in- 
stead of wrestling since he knows 
less about wrestling than Hogan 
and Jim combined. His favorite 
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EN 
Cousin Junior hangs his 
lucky horseshoe over the 
ring post. 


finishing move is to sit on a prone 
opponent while the referee 
counts to three which is higher 
than the Hillbillies can count. 

After Jim's leg healed, he de- 
cided to become a manager and 
brought in another family mem- 
ber, Cousin Junior, another 
pudgy, bearded mountain man 
whose best moves are shown be- 
fore and after matches when do- 
ing a square dance with his rela- 
tives. Together, the three hicks 
from Mud Lick, Arkansas suc- 
ceeded in winning matches be- 
cause of their unorthodox style 
since they certainly do not rely on 
brains. 

Soon after teaming together, 
Jim was squashed by King Kong 
Bundy and John Studd during 
the WWF Manager of the Year 
contest awards ceremony. With 
Jim again on the shelf, his rela- 
tives quickly disposed of the Hart 
Foundation, setting themselves 
up for a clash with WWF Tag 
Team Champions Brutus Beef- 
cake and Greg Valentine. Their 
title quest was short circuited dur- 
ing Elmer's wedding as Roddy 
Piper interfered in the ceremony, 
insulting Elmer and his bride 
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Uncle Elmer is interviewed by “Rowdy” Roddy Piper. 
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King Kong Bundy has Hillbilly Jim trapped on the ropes. 


Joyce by telling them that they 
stunk and that the wedding stunk 
as well. 

Combine Piper's insults with 
the verbal salvos shot by Jesse 
Ventura, and you had the mak- 
ings of a feud southern style 
where the Hillbillies put their fam- 
ily honor on the line. This hatred 
intensified on the next Saturday's 
Main Event when the Hillbillies 
were made fools of by Piper, Ven- 
tura and "Ace" Orton who made 
them look dumber than usual by 
pushing Junior down and run- 
ning away laughing before the 
enraged Hillbillies could get 
them. This set up a six man tag 
team match for the next Main 
Event telecast between the Hill- 
billies and Piper's gang. 

At match time, the Hillbillies 
had a surprise for Piper as they 
replaced Junior with yet another 
bumpkin, Cousin Luke, a Junior 
look-alike who is just as athletic. 
The match went Piper's way from 
the start as the ring veterans 
dominated their southern-fried ri- 
vals with ring savvy and intelli- 
gent teamwork. They utilized 
quick tags and cut the ring in half 
preventing the Hillbillies from tag- 
ging off frequently. 

The only time the Hillbillies 
were in control was when Elmer 
was in the ring, trying to squash 
anyone he could with his tremen- 
dous body. Credit must be given 
to him since he cannot wrestle 
well but he knows how to use his 
greatest asset, his stomach. 
Starting from one end of the ring 
and running full steam into an op- 
ponent trapped in the corner, 
Elmer is one of the most devastat- 
ing human battering rams this 
Side of Bundy. His repeated 
splashes kept the Hillbillies' 
hopes alive as they took quite a 
pasting from Piper and company 
during the entire match. 

When they could no longer see 
Luke beaten by Piper, Elmer and 
Jim stormed into the ring to break 
up Piper's sleeper hold on Luke. 
Soon the Hillbillies had things go- 


Cousin Junior smiles for 
his fans. 
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Hillbilly Jim was the best man at Uncle Elmer's wedding. 
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Cousin Luke smiles at his : 
fans. 


ing their way as Ventura and Or- 
ton were hurled out of the ring, 
leaving Piper alone against the 
three hicks. Instead of giving 
Piper the beating he deserved, 
Jim and Elmer exited the ring like 
gentlemen, leaving Luke to be 
clubbed in the head with Orton's 
loaded cast. As soon as Luke hit 
the canvas, Piper quickly 
slapped on the sleeper and the 
ever alert referee signalled for the 
bell, saying that Luke was out 
cold. As Piper, Ventura and Orton 
celebrated outside the ring, the 
Hillbillies protested vainly that 
they were cheated, again. 

Since that match, the three 
Hillbillies have once again picked 
up the trail of Beefcake and Val- 
entine and are in the process of 
chasing the champions all over 
the country in hopes of getting a 
title match. Although their wres- 
tling skills are few and their men- 
tal capacity is questionable, the 
Hillbilly clan could upset the 
champions and take the belts. 
Their unorthodox style and 
penchant for brawling instead of 
wrestling could make them suc- 
cessful since neither Beefcake 
nor Valentine could ever keep up 
with Elmer in a strength contest. 

With Jim still hurting psycho- 
logically over his broken leg at 
Beefcake's hands, this could be 
the undoing of Johnny Valiant's 
championship duo. In many way, 
the Hillbillies are a cleaner ver- 
sion of former WWF Tag Team 
Champions Moondogs: short on 
brains but long on brawn. This 
lopsided combination could work 
against opponents who concen- 
trate on their lack of smarts and 
Soon get mastered by their good 
ol' down home strength. Like 
them or not, the Hillbillies are 
here to stay and could soon rule 
the WWF as the champions of 
the “country 'n wrestling connec- 
tion." * 
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“MAGNUM T.A.” 
TERRY ALLEN 


umm 


“MR. WONDERFUL’ 
PAUL ORNDORFF 


985 was the biggest year in 
World Wrestling Federation 
history. In1985, Hulk Hogan 
became a household word, 
"Rowdy" Roddy Piper hosted 
the CBS television network's fall 
children's program preview show, 
Mr. T and Cyndi Lauper turned 
pro, (one as a wrestler, one as a 
wrestling manager) and Wrestle- 
mania was viewed by millions 
worldwide. The WWF even man- 
aged to get pro wrestling on net- 
work television via NBC's Satur- 
day Night Main Event, WWF 
wrestlers cut a record album and 
had a hit video on MTV. There 
were WWF games, dolls, toys, 
shirts, calendars and even bub- 
ble gum cards and let's not forget 
Hulk Hogan's Rock-n-Wrestling 
cartoon show. If this reads more 
like Ringling Brothers than pro 
wrestling, it should; it was! But as 
Bob Dylan once sang, “the times 
they are a'changing!" There was 
some outstanding mat action in 
between all the side show attrac- 
tions and this trend has already 
continued well into 1986. 


THE TITLES: 


In between appearances on 
The Tonight Show, soap operas, 
The A Team, and The Love Boat, 
Hulk Hogan managed to find 
time at least once in a while to 
defend his title. He met Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper, Big John Studd, Ni- 
kolai Volkoff, Bob Orton, Magnifi- 
cent Muraco and others. Many of 
the bouts ended controversially 
but the Hulkster held on to the 
title. There has been a rumor cir- 
culating for months concerning 
the condition of one of the Hulk's 
knees. He has been advised to 
get an operation, but the champ 
just can't picture himself hob- 
bling around on crutches. If he's 
not careful, however, the Hulk 
may find himself minus his title 
some time in 1986. 


INTERCONTINENTAL TITLE 


After a long feud, Tito Santana 
regained the Intercontinental belt 
from Greg "The Hammer” Valen- 
tine in a cage match in Boston. 


WWF 
What's Happened 
And 
—— What's Next! —— 
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Roddy Piper slaps Paul 
Orndorff in the head. 


“Mr. Wonderful" chokes 
Roddy Piper with a micro- 
phone cord during 

their hot feud. 
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Ricky Steamboat and the 
Magnificent Muraco battle 
outside the ring. 


Andre hurls Big John Studd across the ring. 


After winning the title, Santana 
successfully put his title on the 
line against such stars as Terry 
Funk, Magnificent Muraco, Greg 
Valentine and Brutus Beefcake. 
But in 1986, Santana has already 
been having problems. “Macho 
Man" Randy Savage is hot on his 
tail and he could become the new 
champion. 


WWF TAG TEAM TITLE 


The “American Express" 
Barry Windham and Mike Ro- 
tundo, managed by Captain Lou 
Albano lost the WWF tag team 
belts to Nikolai Volkoff and the 
Iron Sheik on March 31 at the 
Wrestlemania extravaganza. 
They subsequently regained the 
belts only to lose them to Greg 
Valentine and Brutus Beefcake, 
managed by former co-holder of 
the same title, Luscious Johnny 
Valiant,in a match inPhiladelphia 
Spectrum. When 1986 came 
around, Valiant's "Dream Team" 
still had the belts but the British 
Bulldogs, managed by the Cap- 
tain, have the moves to topple the 
champions. 
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Hulk Hogan and Captain 
Lou Albano are the two big- 
gest stars in the WWF. 


Tito Santana attempts to 
pin Greg Valentine during 
their Intercontinental Title 
bout. 


WWF WOMEN'S WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP: 


Early in 1985, Lelani Kai was 
the champion, but Wendi Richter, 
led by rock songstress Cyndi 
Lauper regained the belt on the 
Wrestlemania card. Wendi held 
the title for most of the year before 
losing it to the masked Spider 
Woman. After her crushing de- 
feat, Wendi unmasked the Spider 
and it turned out to be none other 
than her arch-enemy, the Fabu- 
lous Moolah. Moolah now en- 
tered 1986 as the reigning Wom- 
en's Champion for the 
twenty-seventh straight year. 
Moolah has to be a fantastic ath- 
lete for being on top for so long 
but it’s definitely time for her to 
move on and leave the sport for 
younger and more agile female 
athletes. 


HOT FEUDS IN 1985: 
“Rowdy” Roddy Piper feuded 


with everyone, especially former 


partner Paul Orndorff while cow- 
boy “Ace” Orton remained Pip- 
ers constant companion and 
bodyguard. 

Andre The Giant’s feud with 
Bobby Hansen and his gigantic 
men, Big John Studd and King 
Kong Bundy, is still going on. 
Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat 
and the Magificent Muraco 
knocked heads all over the coun- 
try with plenty of blood shed by 
both. 


The Hulk traps “Маспо 
Man" Randy Savage in the 
corner. 


c 


THE TAG TEAM SCENE: 


There are more great tag 
teams in the WWF than any- 
where else in the world. In addi- 
tion to Greg Valentine and Brutus 
Beefcake, other WWF teams in- 
clude: The Sheik and Volkoff, the 
Killer Bees(B. Brian Blair and Jim 
Brunzell), the Hillbillies (Hillbilly 
Jim, Cousin Jr. and Uncle Elmer), 
The British Bulldogs (Davey Boy 
Smith and Dynamite Kid), Tito 
Santana and Pedro Morales, and 
the Hart foundation (Jim Neidhart 
and Bret Hart). 


OTHER NOTEWORTHY NEWS: 


“The War to Settle the Score,” 
Piper vs. Hulk, was broadcast on 
MTV...Lou Albano won “The 
Manager of the Year” award, de- 
feating Bobby Heenan when Hill- 
billy Jim gave all his votes to Lou 
... Jesse “The Body” Ventura be- 
came probably the best wrestling 
T.V. commentator in the country. 
Hercules Hernandez, Lanny 
Poffo, King Tonga, Jim Brunzell, 
Bobby Hennan, Missing Link and 
Randy Savage all appeared in 
the area for the first time...Paul 
Orndorff and George “The Ani- 
mal” Steele became a fan favor- 
‘ite... The Junkyard Dog won the 
fifteen man elimination tourna- 
ment, Wrestling Classic, in Chi- 

cago's Rosemont Horizon... The 
' "Mouth of the South,” Jimmy 
Greg Valentine and Brutus Beefcake won the WWF Tag Hart,and Terry Funk invaded the 
Team Title in August in the Philadelphia Spectrum. territory... 

E £ = Jimmy “The Superfly" Snuka 
was missing action...Randy Sav- 
age passed over Fred Blassie 
and all the other male managers 
and selected a beautiful female 
named Elizabeth to be his man- 
ager...Bruno Sammartino 
donned the tights to face Roddy 
Piper...Piper, Sheik, Volkoff, An- 
dre and Blassie appeared in 
Cyndi Laupers Goonies video, 
while Lauper disguised in a black 
wig appeared in the WWF "Land 
of 1,000 Dances” video... 

And then there was Wrestle- 


Uncle Elmer kisses his new 
bride at his wedding 
ceremony. 


beth 


” Randy Sav- 


Macho Man 
age admonishes Eliza 


“ 


Orndorff’s change of heart. 


Bruno Sammartino came 
back in 1985 to battie 
“Rowdy” Roddy Piper. 
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Hulk Hogan and “Mr. Wonderful” flex their muscles after 


mania. Wrestlemania made the 
whole world wrestling crazy. After 
Wrestlemania, wrestling in gen- 
eral literally took off. On a sad 
note, the entire WWF was 
shocked and saddened а the un- 
timely death of “Quick Draw" 
Rick McGraw. Rick McGraw, 
R.I.P. 


1986: 


If 1985 was any indication, we 
can expect literally anything from 
the WWF this year. Already King 
Kong Bundy has challenged Chi- 
cago Bear's William “The Refrig- 
erator” Perry to a match. Don't 
forget there's always "Rocky" 
Sly Stallone ready and willing to 
join Hulk Hogan in a confronta- 


QS. 


tion against Russia's Nikolai 
Volkoff and Iran's Iron Sheik or 
perhaps "Rambo" will fight side 
by side with Corporal Kershner in 
defense of America at Wrestle- 
mania Il. : 

Even if these battles don't oc- 
cur we can expect to see many 
more confrontations between 
Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat 
and the Magnificent Muraco, The 
Junkyard Dog and Terry Funk, 
Bruno Sammartino and 
“Rowdy” Roddy Piper, and the 
British Bulldogs and Valentine 
and Beefcake. These bouts have 
already jammed every arena all 
over the country and they will un- 
doubtedly continue to do so for 
the remainder of 1986. 


NWA WORLD WIDE 
WRESTLING 
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A Look Behind And 
A Look Ahead! 


by PHYLISS PUCKETT 


985 has been, to say the 3 5 3 

least, an active one within Magnum T.A. lifts Ric Flair 

the realm of Crockett Pro- high above his head. 

motions' World Wide Wres- 
tling. The battles within this fac- 
tion of the NWA have settled 
themselves into not one major 
war but numerous smaller ones. 
So no matter the individual or the 
time of the year, they're bound to 
have been surrounded by or right 
smack in the middle of a heated 
conflict. 

The titles honored by this pro- 
motion have served to incite 
some of the most vicious and re- 
lentless confrontations in the 
sport. 1985 saw every title, with 
perhaps the exception of two, 
change hands at least once. One 
of those being the World Heavy- 
weight Championship which re- 
mains the protected prize of 
"Nature Boy" Rick Flair. The 
other is the National Tag Team 
Championship held by Flair's rel- 
atives, Ole and Arn Anderson. 

There will undoubtedly be 
many things not mentioned in 
this writing but anyone who has 
followed this group knows that it 
would require an entire edition to шан 
tell all por EE 

The World's TV Title is by no 
means the most prestigious of 
prizes in the area but nonethe- 
less it has generated more than 
its share of warfare. The partici- 
pants or main players have been 
Dusty Rhodes and Tully Blan- 
chard, with, of course, Tully's 
"perfect 10," Baby Doll, in con- 
stant attendance. 

For some six months, Rhodes 
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and Blanchard were involved in 
every type of match possible. At 
least you would have thought so 
until July when the Great Ameri- 
can Bash put them toe to toe in- 
side four strands of barbed wire. 
The stakes were not only the title 
but if Dusty should win he would 
have Baby Doll for 30 days as 
well. Rhodes left the arena with 
Tully's two most valued posses- 
sions—the World TV Title and his 
"perfect 10." 

While the verbal rift continued 
between Rhodes and Blanchard, 
the war seemed to have reached 
a stalemate. The Dream de- 
fended the title until October 
when circumstances forced him 
to relinquish it. 

Rhodes was dealt a serious 
and malicious ankle injury at the 
hands of the Andersons and Ric 
Flair. His presence in the ring at 
all had been to offer aid to Flair 
who was being pounded sense- 
less by the Koloffs. The opportu- 
nity was perfect for the entrance 
of Ole and Arn and the ensuing 
injury to Dusty. 

The situation fit well into Arn's 
` plans for he had already vowed to 
acquire the TV title as a means of 
proving himself as a singles com- 
petitor. This way maybe he 
wouldn't have to meet Rhodes 
one on one. If the injury could 
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A. is the most 
arin the NWA. 


keep him out of the ring for at 
least 30 days then he would be 
forced to give the belt up in com- 
pliance with the rules dictated by 
the alliance. Mission accom- 
plished. 

Rhodes was not given the op- 
portunity to willingly surrender 
the belt. Arn, with Tully’s assist- 
ance, took matters into their own 
hands and bushwacked Dusty 
during an interview. The plan was 
simple enough. After kicking 
Rhode’s casted leg from under 
him, Arn simply picked up the belt 
and claimed himself as the right- 
ful champion and walked off. 

Arn was not to escape just pay- 
ment for his deed. Some two 
weeks later and again able to 
walk without the aid of cast or 
crutch, Dusty came collecting. 
Arn was doing an interview this 
time when Rhodes entered be- 
hind him, planted a metal chair to 
his back and calmly reclaimed 
the belt. The belt was then re- 
turned to the promotion and a 
tournament was held in January 
in Greensboro to determine its 
new owner. In a wild struggle Arn 
Anderson defeated Wahoo Mc- 
Daniel in the finals to win the Tele- 
vision belt. As '86 rolls into high 
gear, Arn Anderson still has the 
belt and all attempts at toppling 
him have proven futile. 


Magnum has Tully Blan- 
chard trapped on the mat. 


1985 also saw "Magnum T.A." 
Terry Allen, capture the distinc- 
tion of US Heavyweight cham- 
pion from Wahoo McDaniel. It 
was a dream come true until Tully 
Blanchard and Baby Doll came 
into the picture. 

Tully decided that after finally 
being rejoined with his "perfect 
10" he would confront Magnum 
T.A. and his US Championship. 
What the "super brat" failed to 
anticipate was the lengths to 
Which T.A. would go to stop him. 

The match went 45 minutes 
before its controversial conclu- 
sion. T.A.'s belly to belly slam 
would have ended the contest 
had not the referee been hit. 
T.A.'s divided attention pre- 
sented the opening needed for a 
female guard(?)to slip something 
to Tully. With the object clutched 
in his fist, one blow to T.A.'s 
cheek and it was lights out and a 
new US Champion. 

T.A.’s dogging of Blanchard 
was relentless. Even the private 
beating given him by the Ander- 
sons failed to slow his pursuit. 
Tully’s resistance seemed to be 
wavering when he announced he 
would only agree to face Mag- 
num one more time. Magnum set 
out to make sure the conditions of 
that match would prevent Blan- 
chard’s escape. 


He petitioned the alliance for 
an “I quit” match. The request 
was denied due to the degree of 
vengeance which already ex- 
isted between the two. The con- 
sensus was that such an event 
would only serve to promote fur- 
ther and perhaps permanent in- 
juries this time. 

Magnum cinched the confron- 
tation when he found ablank con- 
tract which had been signed by 
Tully some time ago. The stipula- 
tions were merely written in and 
signed by T.A. With things gone 
this far the promotion decided 
that to prevent any outside inter- 
ference and hopefully зеше this 
thing that they should be con- 
fined within a cage. Tully's protes- 
tations were loud and sincere. He 
wanted no part of the “I quit” let 
alone in a cage. His pleas and 
efforts went unanswered. 

On Thanksgiving Day, T.A. re- 
claimed the title in a match that 
threatened the endurance of both 
men. But Magnum's win is also in 
question. At least to one Tully 
Blanchard. Was the match 
Stopped or did Tully say in a voice 
so inaudible that no one but the 
referee heard the fatal words “| 
quit"? Tully contends he did not. 
T.A. has not denied this. He only 


borrows a phrase from Blan- 
chard; it isn't the means that is 
important, it's the outcome. So 
far in '86 Magnum continued to 
ride high. He has battled Blan- 
chard, Harley Race and every 
other contender and he con- 
tinues to have his handraise up in 
victory. 

The Russians were given 
some insight into the American 
Way during their encounters with 
the Rock-n-Roll Express for the 
World Tag Titles. Their meetings 
have incorporated chains, 
Straps, cages and, more times 
then not, uneven odds. 

The red faction of Nikita and 
Ivan Koloff, with Khruschev in 
waiting, received а rude awaken- 
ing when the Express rolled in 
and away with their belts. Several 
months and many attempts 
passed before their dubious tac- 
lics were effective in regaining 
their status. 

But not for long. The Rockers 
proved that not only could they 
handle whatever the big guys had 
to offer but give it back in kind. 
The Rock-n-Roll Express exited 
1985 as World Tag Champions 
again. 

The Koloff's obsession for the 
titles has been at least temporar- 


Robert Gibson twists Ivan Koloff's leg. 


ily diverted but the Midnight Ex- 
press and Jim Cornette are anx- 
iously waiting in line. There will 
be no rest for the R-n-R. Cornette 
intends to push his team to the 
top and that definitely spells more 
troubled times ahead for Morton 
and Gibson. 

The Koloff's diversion has рге- 
sented itself in the form of the 
mighty Road Warriors and Paul 
Ellering. lvan says the Kremlin 
has demanded they prove their 
superior strength and what better 
way than with “these Warriors.” 
Their challenge, however, might 
have been better phrased. The 
only purpose served or point 
proven by their attack was to 
make the deadly Warriors more 
dangerous. 

Animal and Hawk were work- 
ing a match in the ring while El- 


Jim Cornette, manager of 
the Midnight Express, has 
vowed to win the NWA Tag 
Team Title in 1986. 


lering talked with the commenta- 
tor several yards away. Ivan and 
Nikita stormed in, taking Paul 
completely by surprise. Watching 
his partner from the corner, Hawk 
caught sight of whatwas happen- 
ing on the floor and made a direct 
line for Ivan and Nikita. Animal 
was still unaware as Khruscher 
joined in to help dispose of Hawk. 
Then all three Russians dove into 
the ring. Even at three to one they 
elected to use a metal chair, 
smacking it across the back of 
Animal's head and then driving it 
into his neck and throat before 
Hawk was able to clear his head 
and lend assistance. 

Russian delegates have al- 
ready set the pace and the rules 
for what is to come. Their choice 
may prove to be their downfall as 
the Warriors were raised by such 
rules. Any summit meetings be- 


Baby Doll has now changed 
allegiance from Tully Blan- 
chard to Dusty Rhodes. 


tween the teams are history. 
World War Il! has begun. 

'85 was not a total delight for 
manager J.J. Dillon either. The 
stable whose virtues he flaunted 
at the onset of '85 were either 
turned away or fell way short of 
his expectations. His team of Ron 
Bass and Black Bart reached a 
point of physical disagreement 
and Bass broke away. But J.J.'s 
greatest disappointment had to 
have been in his professed “сїа- 
mond in the rough" that resisted 
refinement, Buddy Landell. As 
the year drew to a close, he finally 
captured the title of National 
Heavyweight from Terry Taylor. A 
thin victory because even that re- 
quired Dillon's helping hand. 
Landell's reign proved short in- 
deed when, only a month later, 
Dusty Rhodes relieved him for 
further responsibility for its care. 

Dillon was then left with a fol- 
lowing of two: Black Bart and 
Thunderfoot. Then, at the begin- 
ning of the new year, J.J. took 
control of Tully Blanchard. It can 
be safely assumed that '86 will 
find J.J. watching closely and 
talking smoothly in order to re- 
plenish the stock in his stable. 

Paul Jones faired a little better 
than Dillon in '85 and is looking 


ahead to bigger and better things 
in '86. He lost only one of his 
numbers to the other side. Super- 
star Billy Graham decided to.join 
Valiant in his endeavors against 
Jones. There just didn't seem to 
be enough room in Paul's organi- 
zation for two super strengths 
and Graham had no intention of 
sharing the spotlight with Konga 
The Barbarian. Paul's wager that 
Barbarian could defeat Graham 
in an arm wrestling match 
peaked at $10,000 and has since 
been withdrawn. 

Coming on strong in '85 was 
young Michael and Sam Hous- 
ton. The Fearsome Foursome, 
Ole & Arn Anderson, Tully Blan- 
chard and Ric Flair, gave the rela- 
tive newcomer more than 
enough cause to pack up but this 
one refuses to be intimidated. 
Sam's association with Ameri- 
ca's Team, Rhodes and Mag- 
num, has inspired the treatment 
he has reaped at the hands of the 
Foursome. His wrist was inten- 
tionally broken and his head split 
during a parking lot attack but all 
this has healed. The only injury 
which remains is the damage 
done to his pride. But young Mr. 
Houston is now well on his way to 
respectability. In a televised 


Nikita Koloff battles Animal of the Road Warriors outside 
the ring. 1 


match against Krusher Khrus- 
chev for the Mid-Atlantic Heavy- 
weight Title, the sensational 
youngster pinned his much 


larger adversary to win the, 


crown. Now, Sam Houston is des- 
tined to be a major force in 1986. 
Those who also added spice to 
the area during '85 and continue 
to do so across the country т '86 
include: 
Ronnie Garvin. The Canadien 
lost his National Heavyweight ti- 
tle in a loser-leave town-match 
with Black Bart and his loaded 
elbow pad. Video tapes revealed 
the injustice and Garvin’s sus- 
pension was lifted. His belt, how- 
ever, was notreturned, but Garvin 
meanwhile has, and the Cana- 
dian has sethis sights on winning 
Ric Flair's world championship in 
1986. 
Jimmy Valiant treated Cornette 
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by allowing him to meet his “Big 
Mama" and Ms. Atlanta Lively. 
Ms. Atlanta disappeared just as 
mysteriously as she had arrived. 
She was one lady(?) who packed 
a punch! Now Valiant is looking to 
settle a score with Jim Cornette's 
Midnight Express. 
Buzz & Brett Sawyer spent six 
months doing battle with first the 
Andersons and then Cornette 
and his Midnight Express but 
both left the area in a hurry when 
they couldn't accomplish their 
goals 

Dick Slater, the exciting “Мг. 
Unpredictable," made his way to 
the territory to aid “the Cleanup 
Crew" with the Andersons and 
Blanchard only to turn around 
and find his nightmare was still in 
pursuit. His nightmare—the evil 
and satanic... 
Kevin Sullivan. His stay was 
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Ivan and Nikita Koloff are 
two of the most feared men 
in the sport. 
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+ Mg: v 
Dusty battles Tully Blan- 
chard during one of their 

wild cage battles. 


brief but an experience. Sullivan 
may not have accomplished 
domination over Slater but when 
he left it was with Bob Roop in 
tow. Meanwhile Sullivan and 
Roop (Maha Singh) continue to 
wreak havoc in the sunshine 
state. 

Don Kernoodle returned after 
recovering from injuries received 
at the hands of the Koloffs and 
looks good. Kernoodle could 
make it big in '86! 

1985 was a exciting year in the 
Mid Atlantic and world champion- 
ship wrestling territory and al- 
ready '86 is proving to be just as 
wild and crazy. 

The National belt, the Mid At- 
lantic and the World Television Ti- 
tle have changed hands and 
there should be quite a few more 
changes before '86 draws to a 
close. * 
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Bockwinkel grabs Zbyszko 
by the head and twists 


Bockwinkel catches Zby- 
szko in his deadly sleeper 
hold. 
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Zbyszko’s knee catches 
Bockwinkel in the groin. , 
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hen friends turn on 

friends for no appar- 

ent reason the 

results can be tragic 
as the betrayed party will often 
stop at nothing to get even at the 
one they feel is responsible for 
the injustice. The recent falling 
out between Larry Zbyszko and 
Nick Bockwinkel shocked the 
wrestling world as these two had 
what was considered by many to 
be the perfect working relation- 
ship in the sport. 

When they formed a tag team, 
which they referred to as "the 
most professional organization in 
the game," they were regarded 
as the team that could beat the 
Road Warriors. Combining Bock- 
winkel's experience as three- 
time AWA World Champion and 
co-holder of the AWA Tag Team 
Championship and Zbyszko's 
America's Championship and 


WWF Tag Team Championship | 


seemed a stroke of genius. Both 
men are extremely dangerous 
wrestlers who are the most clever 
in the game as they rely not only 
on physical abilities but also on 
their sharp minds to carry them 
through their matches. This com- 
bination of brilliance and brawn 
got them through preliminary 
matches and into main events as 
they climbed the ladder toward 
the titles. 

The one obstacle in their way 
was the team of Sergeant 
Slaughter and Greg Gagne who 
battled them all over the country 
trying to inflict a little pain on their 
arch enemies since both men 
had long-running feuds with 
Bockwinkel and Zbyszko. The 
battles between them were vio- 
lent rumbles which Bockwinkel 


and Zbyszko managed to con- 
quer with their slick teamwork 
and cunning minds. Even though 
they triumphed in these encoun- 
ters, Gagne kept up a one man 
challenge against Zbyszko, who 
now added a pair of nunchuks to 
his ring garb which he swings in 
the direction of his opponents be- 
fore every match. 

When asked about the nun- 
chuks, Bockwinkel refused com- 
ment saying that they were Zby- 
szko's training tools and that they 
were not going to be used in the 
ring during a match since their 
main uses were for coordination 
and intimidation. Soon, Zbyszko 
and the nunchuks became con- 
stant companions in the ring, on 
the street and on the set of his 
ESPN segment "In This Corner," 
where he waved them in front of 
his guest while letting them know 
who ruled the show. To demon- 
strate his proficiency with the 
weapons, Zbyszko cracked a co- 
conut on camera to demonstrate 
the severity of their use. 

This constant preoccupation 
with the nunchuks led Gagne to 
challenge Zbyszko on ESPN to a 
match where they could have it 
out once and for all. After being 
humiliated on television, Zbyszko 
accepted and the match was 
signed for late November amid a 
flurry of last minute activity to ar- 
range such a main event bout. 
When the match rolled around, 
Bockwinkel was sitting at the an- 
nouncers' table, calling the 
match with Doug McCloud while 
his partner took on Gagne. After 
depositing the nunchuks at the 
scorers' table, Zbyszko began 
the match but was soon domi- 
nated by Gagne's speed and aer- 
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Bockwinkel grabs Zbyszko 
by the hair and rams his 
head into the turn post. 
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Zbyszko traps 
Enekqinkel lor his 


“Karate expert, Larry Zby- 
szko enters the ring. 


Bockwinkel has Zbyszko 
trapped on the apron of the 
ring. 


ial movements. Combine this 
with the fact that Dick Wehrli was 
the referee, a man Zbyszko 
claims hates him, and you could, 
see that Zbyszko was in for a bat- 
tie. 

When Gagne had Zbyszko 
reeling after a series of drop- 
kicks, he ran out of the ring and 
grabbed the nunchuks which he 
used to ram into Gagne's stom- 
ach. As he entered the ring 
swinging the sticks, Bockwinkel 
followed him in an effort to stop 
him from using the sticks and risk 
suspension. After pleading with 
him several times, Bockwinkel 
was rewarded with a crack on the 
side of the neck from the clubs 
which knocked him out cold. 
Wehrli even felt the sting of the 
chuks and soon Gagne, Bock- 
winkel and Wehrli lay in the ring 


out cold while Zbyszko flipped his : 


clubs through the air gloating 
over what he did. 

Instead of being sorry for hurt- 
ing his partner, Zbyszko blasted 
Bockwinkel as being a has-been 
egomaniac who needed Zbyszko 
to carry him through matches be- 
cause he was too old to do it him- 
Self. For weeks, Bockwinkel re- 


mained silent, listening to the* 


insults hurled at him by his former 
friend before responding by chal- 
lenging Zbyszko to a match in or- 
der to get back at him for injuring 
him and betraying their friend- 
ship. 

Their initial encounters were 
violent clashes which saw Bock- 
winkel cheered loudly by the fans 
who weeks ago booed him as the 
AWA's man they loved to hate. 
The cheers bothered Zbyszko 
who ranted and raved to the ref- 
eree as they hurled profanities at 
him for what he did on television. 
To keep order in the ring, the AWA 
signed former heavyweight boxer 
Scott LeDoux as special referee 


Zbyszko chokes Bock- 
winkel with the help of the 
ropes. 


to make sure another nunchuk in- 
cident didn't occur. This further 
enraged Zbyszko who now 
claims that LeDoux is after him 
and is too biased to be in the ring 
with him. 

After fighting all over the coun- 
try Bockwinkel and Zbyszko 
brought their feud to Chicago's 
Rosemont Horizon where they 
once again fought with LeDoux 
as referee against the protests of 
Zbyszko. The match was wild as 
both men pulled out all the stops 
to put the other out of action by 
fighting inside the ring and out on 
the cement floor in an effort to 
cripple the other. Zbyszko had the 
upper hand in the beginning as 
he sneak attacked Bockwinkel af- 
ter the introductions, repeatedly 
ramming his head into the turn- 
buckles. The fight moved outside 
the ring and back into the ring as 
LeDoux had difficulty keeping or- 
der between these two enemies. 

As soon as Bockwinkel took 
charge he hurled Zbyszko out of 
the ring and onto the cement floor 
where Zbyszko grabbed an iron 
ring pipe and tried to club Nick 
with it. When LeDoux stepped 
between them and threatened 
Zbyszko with a right cross, he im- 
mediately dropped the club and 
returned to the ring. Zbyszko in- 
stantly backed Bockwinkel in the 
corner sandwiching him between 
LeDoux and himself as he gave 
him repeated fists in the stomach 
before winding up to smack him 
in the face. Bockwinkel ducked at 
the last minute and the fist struck 
LeDoux square in the nose. 

Enraged at Zbyszko, LeDoux 
took off after him, chasing him 
back to the dressing room before 
returning to declare Bockwinkel 
the winner by disqualification. 
Bockwinkel won this battle but 
the war is far from over as Bock- 
winkel has demanded a series of 
return no-disqualification 
matches to settle the score once 
and for all where a clear cut win- 
ner will be established. With each 
man fighting for honor and pride, 
1986 may be the year that one of 
them is crowned the winner in 
this battle of the intellectuals. +: 
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Slaughter slugs Hansen 
during their wild melee. 


by MIKE ALLEN 


any wrestlers today 
profess to be different 
due to their varied 
ring styles, modes of 
dress or attitudes about life and 
their chosen profession. Out of 
this huge mass of humanity one 
man stands out above the rest as 
the most different of them all, cur- 
rent AWA World Heavyweight 
Champion Stan “The Lariat” 
Hansen. Many things can be said 
about Hansen, the majority of 
which are derogatory, but they 
don’t seem to faze him in the 
least as he cares only about win- 
ning matches and crippling other 
wrestlers while maintaining his 
stranglehold on the title. 

After taking the AWA by storm 
in late fall, Hansen finally 
achieved his championship goal 
on December 29, 1985 in the 
Meadowlands Arena when he 
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Lew 


beat Rick Martel for the coveted 
belt during the “Night of Champi- 
ons” spectacular. Hansen 
started out his title reign in a dif- 
ferent way by making Martel sub- 
mit with a painful “Boston Crab” 
instead of pinning him like most 
title changes take place. He 
weakened Martel’s back by beat- 
ing on it throughout that match 
and also during encounters the 
previous week in hopes of crip- 
pling him and allowing such a 
change to take place. It should be 
noted that Hansen succeeded in 
injuring Martel the following night 
in a rematch. 

Since the requirements of a 
world champion are grueling and 
hectic, Hansen will have to travel 
worldwide defending his belt in 
Japan, Europe, Asia and the Pa- 
cific Islands against the toughest 
competition in the sport. Re- 


HANSEN: 


Going To Continue Beating 
People Up!” 


cently Hansen granted this re- 
porter an interview before a 
scheduled match in Chicago's 
Rosemont Horizon. Unlike his 
predecessor, Hansen is a man of 
few words who hates interviews 
and responds in short answers 
which make any sort of dialogue 
virtually impossible. 

To start off, Hansen talked 
about Martel and their running 
feud which culminated in the title 
change. “I’ve been fighting Rick 
Martel off and on now for ten 
years in different places. Al- 
though it doesn’t seem like it, I’ve 
got a lot of respect for Martel. To 
say that | beat somebody who 
wasn’t worth a crap is something 
everybody knows isn’t true. He’s 
in great condition but that’s be- 
side the point," said Hansen. 

"The point is that | beat him та 
way very few world champions 


The champ flings Hansen 
across the ring. 
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Hansen chokes Slaughter 


The champ is trapped in 
with the help of the ropes. 


Slaughter's feared “Cobra 
lutch.” 
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get beat—| made him give ир. | 
did try to get him and I did. I'll try 
to hurt him again and when | 
wrestle him—he deserves a re- 
match—1 hope he's in good 
shape because | don't want to 
cripple him again if he's already 
hurt. If he is well, then ГИ try to 
cripple him again just like | did the 
night after | beat him. He was 
hurt, but l've got to give him credit 
for guts for wrestling. But he's 
plain stupid for getting into the 
ring. 

“I’m not going to be your com- 
mon everyday champion. I'm go- 
ing to take on everybody. Slaugh- 
ter, Martel, Zuchoff, it doesn't 
matter. Good, bad or indifferent; it 
doesn't matter who it is because 
Stan Hansen never walked away 
from a fight, and | sure won't walk 
away from anybody in profes- 


Hansen's knee stops the 
Sarge in his tracks. 


The champ and Slaughter 
exchange blows during the 
wild battle. 
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The Sarge is ready to send Ha 


sional wrestling. That goes for 
any league because it don't mat- 
ter to me because I'll take on any- 
body. They have to come after me 
now and I’m going to be the most 
aggressive world champion you 
ever seen because [т not wait- 
ing for anybody. Гт going to be 
out there attacking whoever I feel 
like attacking because that's just 
how | am,” fumed the big Texan. 

"| don't go around dressed up 
in expensive suits and bleach my 
hair or make movies and hang 
around in Hollywood like the 
other so-called champions. 
There's nothing fancy about Stan 
Hansen. | ain't cute; I’m a rough 
Texan who takes crap from no 
one. | love beating people up and 
I’m going to continue beating 
people up because there's not a 
man alive who can take this belt 
away from me. Slaughter thinks 
he's tough because he's a Ma- 
rine but look what they did in Iran; 
they left without firing a shot at 
those little creeps. He's a chicken 
like the rest of the clowns around 
here who call themselves wres- 
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nsen flying across the ring. 


tlers and soon enough they're 
gonna find out just how mean 
Stan Hansen really is." 

Hansen proved his meanness 
that night as he took on Sergeant 
Slaughter who stepped in to take 
the place of Martel who was 
scheduled to have a rematch. 
Slaughter looked ready as he pa- 
tiently stood in the ring awaiting 
the champion's arrival amid a 
thunderous ovation from the pro- 
Slaughter crowd. Once the ap- 
plause died down, the Badman 
from Borger came flying into the 
ring area like a Texas tornado, 
throwing folding chairs into the 
ring and chasing the ring an- 
nouncer with his bullrope. He 
even showed his disgust for the 
title as he threw the jewel studded 
belt to the canvas and whipped it 
repeatedly with the rope while 
cursing Slaughter. 

Once the introductions were 
made, Hansen tore into Slaugh- 
ter like a madman hurling him 
outside the ring where he 
chopped him to the ground be- 
fore whacking him in the back 
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with a ringside chair. He seemed 
pleased with himself as he lum- 
bered back into the ring, seeing 
Slaughter Iying prone on the ce- 
ment floor. Once back in the ring, 
Hansen continued assaulting 
Slaughter in typical brutal fash- 
ion. 

When it looked bleak for 
Slaughter, he staged one of the 
most amazing comebacks in 
wrestling as he stood in the cen- 
ter of the ring, encouraging Han- 
sen to hit and kick him. The more 
Hansen pummeled him the more 
Slaughter encouraged him be- 
fore flooring the champ with a 
hard right to the chin. The match 
now belonged to Slaughter as he 
tossed Hansen from one corner 
to the other before catching him 
with the "Slaughter Cannon" 
and covering him for a two-and-a- 
half count. As Hansen got up, he 
purposely clubbed the referee 
knocking him senseless while 
Slaughter slapped on the “Cobra 
Clutch" to the delight of the 
crowd. 

As Hansen began fading into 
dreamland, he went toward the 
corner to get his cowbell which he 
used to club Slaughter in the fore- 
head cutting him open and daz- 
ing him. After regaining his 
senses, Hansen whipped 
Slaughter with the rope and cut 
him further by lashing at him with 
the bell before wrapping the rope 
around his neck and running his 
bloody face into the ringposts. 
With Slaughter lying in a pool of 
blood, Hansen snatched up his 
belt and stormed off to the dress- 
ing room giving the “hook 'em 235 
horns" salute to the crowd. EDEN 

This display of typical Hansen : 
brutality proved just how danger- 
ous the champion can be as he 
tries to hang onto his title. Even 
with the belt, he is a dangerous 
man who seems bent on destruc- 
tion stopping at nothing to remain 
on top. Back in the runway to the 
dressing room, Hansen stopped, 
looked in my direction and 
shouted, "There's thousands of 
people that can give me a tough 
battle, but there's nobody who 


can beat me." The new champ growis at the Sarge prior to their battle. 
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Percival Pringle and his main 
man, *Ravishing" Rick Rude are 
quite a twosome in the World 
Class area. 


he ring and 
sneers at his opponent. 


Xx hat good is better than 
>> bad is an ancient ideol- 
Xx ogy that is as trite as it is 


untrue. In the black and 
XX white world that is professional 
>> wrestling, there is an example 
X» that demonstrates this concept 
Xx quite clearly. Since his much her- 
e alded re-entry into Texas, Ravish- 
ing RickRude, along with his re- 
ХФ  dundant little manager, Percival 
хх Pringle Ill, has sweptto the top of 
Xx the World Class ratings with diz- 
zying speed. His successful cam- 
XX paign for the American Heavy- 
xx weight title took place in less than 
х fourweeks. Several title defenses 
Xx later, Rude is still in possession of 
xx the title, = belt, and somewhat 
regrettably, Percy. 
XX As far as managers go, Percy 
„x lacks the astuteness of a Gary 


Rude catches Kerry Von Erich Hart and the nastiness of a Scan- 
in a side headlock. dor Akbar. He doesn't even have 
the sincerity of a Sunshine to 
back up his dream of building 
Texas' version of Dynasty. He 
does, however, inspire the fans to 
an almost artistic creativity in ob- 
scenities. When he whacked 
Kerry Von Erich across the back 
with his cane during a tag team 
event, the crowd's response, to 
put it simply, was enthusiastic. 
Percy's pretty good with that 
cane. Whether it's gouging, hit- 
ting, or choking one of the 
"Smooth Operator's" oppo- 
nents, Pringle doesn't miss any 
available shot. A manic little man 
who, despite popular rumors, 
was not found under a potato 
chip, Percy's main talent is his 
mouth. It's so big. Inside we find 
Alabama, not to mention Minne- 
sota, and now he's trying to swal- 
low Texas too. Rationalizing that 
the limit to Percy's mouth lies in 
the extent of Rude's talent, he 
just might get it done. 

As the cornerstone of Pringle's 
almost empty entourage, the 
Ravishing One does not let his 
manager do all his talking. Actu- 
ally, Rude is much more articu- 
late than most grapplers. He 
speaks his piece in a jocular ca- 
dence that actually makes sense. 
For the most part, he backs up 
^ “these little bits of verbal augury 
with authority in the ring. We were 
promised "Turkey Day the Rav- 
ishing Way," and it was delivered. 
Various title defenses has proved 
that Ravishing Rick is, indeed, an 
equal opportunity champion. 

There has been only one state- 
ment in his weekly diatribe that 
falls into the realm of fantasy. 
Rude claims to be faster than 
Kevin, stronger than Kerry, and 
better looking than Lance. Sorry, 
Mr. Rude, but you can only sell 
one out of three on that. As for the 
other two, you can always light a 
candle and keep dreaming. As 
Rude saunters down the aisle, 
it's rather obvious that he's either 
praying for strength or looking for 
rain. | sincerely doubt the former 
and | hope it's not the latter. 
Drowning would be a sorry end to 
a great talent. 


Rude has 
Kerry Von 
Erich 
trapped on 
the mat. 


Percival Pringle 
is ready for 
action. 
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Rude's devastating suplex 


sends Von Erich crashing 
to the mat. 


DS 


— 


Pringle is in all his glory as he holds up 
the arms of Rick Rude and John Tatum. 


Despite the outer trappings of 
any wrestler, nothing takes prec- 
edence over the culmination of 
his abilities after the bell rings. 
The plain and sometimes painful 
fact is that Rick Rude is talented. 
The Ravishing One has a work- 
ing knowledge of offensive holds 
that encompasses everything 
from the camel clutch to the ab- 
dominal stretch and back again. 
His timing is excellent, although 
his speed could be aided by more 
lower body definition. Upper 
body strength seems to be the 
key to defense for the man who 
wears the tights of many colors. 
He not only breaks full nelsons, 
he invites repeat applications. An 
adversary has to be almost a be- 
hemoth to hold Rude for long. In 
addition to an excellent offense 
and defense, Rick uses a strong 
finishing move in the form of his 


"Rude Awakening.”His rede- 
signed “DDT” has left several farı 
favorites wondering who turned 
out the lights. 

Professionalism is another key 
to the success of the Minnesota 
muscle. Rude leaves his attitude 
outside the ring. Keeping his 
head during his bouts, his 
actions are precise and deliber- 
ate. Adroit applications of rule- 
breaking techniques allows 
Rude to finesse both his oppo- 
nent and the referee. All told, 
Ravishing Rick Rude is an out- 
standing wrestler and does much 
to deserve the belt that “Pranc- 
ing” Percy wears. Rude's versa- 
tility is limited not only to singles 
matches, he is a good man to 
have in your corner during a tag 
team bout. He has teamed with 
various rule-breakers in the 
World Class area with a large 


measure of success. 

Some wrestling fans see the 
sport as black and white, good 
versus bad. They cheer fan favor- 
ites and boo the rule-breakers. 
There is, however, a growing mi- 
nority of fans who respect talent 
in their wrestlers. While they 
sometimes wish they could be- 
lieve in the hero-villain paradigm, 
realism intrudes and they have 
replaced their rose colored 
glasses with clear contact 
lenses. A rude awakening awaits 
those who cannot see that the fan 
favorites are not always the better 
wrestlers. Ask the Iceman, or 
Mark Youngblood, or maybe 
even one of the Von Erichs. Rav- 
ishing Rick Rude may well go 
down as a classic case study in 
the history of heroes and vil- 
lians. * 
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